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1. An account of t he City of Pruft in Bithynia, and 
a continuation of the Hijiorical Observations rela- 
ting /oConftantinople, by the Reverend and learn- 
ed Tho. Smith D. ]). fellow (/Magd. Coll. Oxon. 
and of the Royal Society. 

MOntanea formerly called Nic opolif.zccording to Bello- 
nius } ot rather Cios 3 the bay hence called Sinus Cianus, 
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lies in the bottom of a bay about fourfcore miles fromCow- 
Jtantinople,2.nd. is the fcale or landing place for Prufa from 
which it may be about twelve miles; in the middle way 
to which is the Village ISlouffanpoula. 

Pru/a, now calied by the Tur{s Bur/Fa, the cheif City 
of Bitbynia, is feated at the foot partly, and partly upon 
the riling of the mount Olympus, which is one of the high- 
eft hills of the lefTer Alia. Its top is covered with fnow 
for nine or ten months of the year, federal firearm of wa- 
ter flowing down the hill continually, accounted very 
unwholefome from the fnow mixed with it. In the up- 
per part of the City to the northweft lyes the Seraglio, 
which is walled round,- but the Emperors not refiding 
here fince their acquifts hiTbrace, or lcarce making vifits 
to this Imperial City, and none of their fons living here 
of late, according to the former policy of the Turkjjii 
Emperors, who did not permit their fons, when grown 
up, to be near them, but lent them to fame honourable 
emploiment, accompanied with a Balfa and Cadi to in- 
ltruct them in the arts of War and Government, it lyes 
now neglected and difpoyled of all its ornaments. 

In this part alio are the Sepulchersof Of man, the found- 
er of the family-, which now reigns and h\s fan Vrcbar, 
who took the Cuv, near a Mofch, formerly a Christian 
Church dedicated to St. John, and where was formerly a 
Convent of Religious, built by Conjlantinus Iconomachus , 
where I law the figure of a Cro silill remaining upon the 
wall' Here hangs up a Drumm of a vaft bigneis, fuch as 
they c irry upon the backs of Camels, and I fuppofe is one 
ofthofe, which they ufed in the taking of the place. 

In the lower part, near the bottom of the hill, ±*Iorad 
the fecond, the Father of JSlabomet the Great, lyes buried : 
near whereunto was formerly the Metropolitical Church 
of the Holy Ap oft les. The Bczjfien, or Exchange feems 
to be much better and larger than the great one at Ccn- 
fiantinople, as are the feveral Caravanferais built for the 
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ufc and accommodation of Merchants, and Travellers , 
in one of winch, the Rice Chauc, I took up my quar- 
ters. 

Without the City toward the caft is the Mofch and Se- 
puleher of t'ne 'Emperor Baja^/dthc firft, whom theTur^s 
call Jilderim or lightning, and the Greek Writers ;.aiV«4, 
Not tar from hence is the Mofch of Mahomet the firft, 
and h-.s Sepulcher. Toward the weft upon the fide of the 
lull is the Mofch of Morad the firft, whom they call Ga^i 
or t'ne Conqueror, near which he lyes buried. There 
are in the whole about 1 24 Mofchs, leveral of. which were 
formerly Chriftian Churches, and between fifty andfixty 
Char.es. The Caftles biult by Of man, when he befieged 
the City, are flighted and altogether un fortifyed , the 
one to the north, the other to the fouth weft. 

At Checkergbe, about a mile and a half out of Town, 
are the hot Baths,much frequented botlvhy ChrijHans and 
'Turks. They are made very convenient to Bath in, and 
are covered over, that they may be ufed mail weathers. 
Among others, there is a large round Bafin, where they 
u'ualiy divert themfclves by iwimmrng 

What opinions the7«r^j- have of our B. Saviour and 
the Cbrijlran Religion, I ihall briefly fhew, as they lye 
difperfed in feveral chapters of the Alcoran, according to 
which they frame their difconrle whenioever either zeal 
or curiofity puts them upon this topick.I'or 1 'ahomet upon 
Ins letting up to be the Author ofa new Religion,fiudiug 
fuch aconfiderable part of the World profeffing the do- 
ctrine of Clmjt , with all the mviteries of faith therein 
contained, was call upon a neceffity of faying fomething 
both concerning him and it. By which it will appear, 
how great the power of truth is above impofture and fub- 
tiiity, and that as the Devils in the polfeired con fiefs' t, 
though againft their wills, Cbrijl to be the Ion of God, fo 
this Dee moniach in the midftof all his forgeries, and lyes, 
and ridiculous and chddifh narratives, not being able to 
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[434] 
contradict the univerfal belief of the Chriflians of that , 
and the preceeding ages, founded on the hiitory of the 
Gofpel, hath been forced to give teftimonie to feveral 
particulars of it. 

They confefs then that Ckriji was born of a pure fpotlefs 
Virgin, the Virgin Mary, chofen by God and fandbfyed 
above all the women in the World; and that the Angel 
Gabriel was difpatched out of Heaven to acquaint her 
withthenewsor it. That fuch a kind of miraculous and 
fupernatural birth never hapned to any befides, and that 
Cbri/twas conceived by the Holy Ghojt, and that he wrought 
mighty miracles, for inftance, that he cleanfed lepers, 
gave fight to the blind, reftored fick perfons to their 
health, and railed the dead. 

That he is a great Prophet, fent by God to convert men 
from the vanity and error of their falfe worfhip to the 
knowledge of the true God, to preach righteoufnefs, and 
to cor reel: and reftore the imperfe&ion and mifcarnages 
of humane nature; that he was of a moft holy and ex- 
emplary life, that he was the true word of God, the Jpo- 
Jlle or Ambaffador of God that his Gofpel was revealed 
to him from Heaven, and that he is in Heaven Handing 
nigh to the throne, of God. They blafpheme indeed with 
a bruitifhnefs and ftupidity only befitting Turks, the my- 
fteries of the holy Trinity, and of the divinity of our B. 
Saviour, and deny that he was put to death, and lay that 
another in hisfhapewas crucify ed by the Jews, and that 
he himfelf was afiumed into Heaven in his body without 
dying at all, and confequently they will not own, that 
he fatisfyed divine jufticefor the fins of the World ; io 
great an affinity is there between the herefy of Sonnus and 
profefs't Mahometanifm. 

I could never yet fee any Turkilb tranflation of the Al- 
coran-, they cry up the elegance of the ftyle, which being 
Enthufiaftick and high-flown, by reafon alio of the tinck- 
iingof the periods, is very delightful to their ears, who 
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fecm to be afFe&ed with rythme mightily. Though I fup- 
pofe it is upon a more politick accompt, that they are lo 
averfe, as, to the tranflating it into their vulgar language, 
not out of refpect to the facrednefs of the original only, 
whole full commanding expreffions they think cannot be 
tranllated without a great diminution to the fenfe ; but 
to keep it in greater veneration among the people, who 
might be apt to flight and difefteemit, fhould it become 
thus common among them. Tt is enough, that the Priefts 
and learned men explain the difficult pafTages of it to the 
people, and write Commentaries for the uleof the more 
curious and inquifitive. The Verfians on the contrary 
think it no difparagement to the Jrabicf^, or profanation 
of the fenfe to tranflate this curled book into their own 
language, and copies are frequent among them. 

The Grand Signors women are ufually the choiceft beau- 
ties of the Christian fpoiles, prefented by the Bajfa's or 
Tartars. Theprefent Sultana, the mother of the young 
Prince Mujlapha, is a Candiot ; the Valide or Emperors 
mother, a RuJJian, the daughter of a poor Prieft, who with 
her relations were feized upon by the Tartars in an incur- 
fioii, which they made into the Mufcovites Country. She 
being received into the Seraglio, by her beautiful com- 
plexion and cunning behaviour, gain'd the heart and the 
affedtion of Sultan Ibrahim. ( a man wholly addicted to 
loft pleaf ures, and who feldome cared to be long abfent 
from the womens appartment, but chofe to fpend his time 
among them ) Having the good fortune to be the mother 
of the Prince Mahomet, the eldeft fon of his father, who 
now reigns, She had all the honors that could poffibly be 
(tone her, and was the beloved Ha^aki or chief Con- 
cubine. During this height of fplendor and glory, the 
Court removing from Conflantinople to Jdrianople, diftant 
about an hundred and twenty miles, as Ihe was paffing 
in great ftate attended with her Guards , through the 
ftreets of the City, in a Coach much like our carriage 
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wagons, but that they arc latticed to let in the air (for no 
one muft prefume to ftareor fcarce look upon the women, 
much lefs mult they themfelves fuffer their faces to be leeu 
in this jealous Country) fhe out of ctiriofity looking through 
the holes, law a poor dn-i'tian Have in a lhop, where fugar and 
fuel 1 like -wares were fold. Upon her return /he il'nt one of 
her Eunuchs to enquire tor the perfon, and to ask him feve- 
ral queitious about his Conner*/, relations, friends, and the 
time when and how long he had been a ilave: his anfwers 
were fo particular and fatisfac~tory,that /he wasfoon con vine t 
of the truth and certainty of her apprehenfions ' when /he 
firft call her eyes upon him, that he was her brother, and ac- 
cordingly it proved fo, Whereupon acquainting the Empe- 
ror with it, ihe immediately redeemed him from his Patron, 
and having made the poor wretch turn Turk, got him consi- 
derably preferred. 

The Bafla's for the raoft part are the fons of chriftiam, taken 
into the Seraglio, near the Emperors perfon, and fo are pre- 
fer^! to confiderable Governments, or elfe they raife them- 
felves by their Conduct and Valour. Mahomet BafTa in the 
time of Aihmct, whofe eldelt daughter he married, was the 
firlt natural Turk, that was made chief Vizir, having before 
been Captain BafTa. The chief Vizir Mahomet Kuprjuii, (who 
fettled the Empire in the minority of this Emperor, when it 
was ready to be fhaken into pieces, anddiflblved by feveral 
powerful factions in the State, and by the mutinies and dis- 
contents of the famines and Spaht's, who drove different 
ways) was an Alhamlt by birth, the fonof a Greek Prieft, whom 
out of the height of his zeal for M-bo-m 1 , he made turn '/*;■* 
in his old age, and converted the Chtfcian Church in the Vil- 
lage where he was bora, into a Mofch. This man alio for- 
bad the tJrrvifis to dauci in a ring and turn round, which be- 
fore was their folemn pradtife at let times before the people, 
which they would do fo long.till they were giddy bv this fwift 
circular moti0n,andfeil down in a fwoun.and then oftentimes 
upon their recovery from fuch trances they pretended to re- 
velation. The Churchmen are not very kind to his memory, 
looking upon him as a man of little or no religion ; and they 
give out,that if he had lived,he would have forbid their calling 
to prayers from t'*e fpires of their Mofchs, and hanging out 
Lamps ; both which they look upon as folemn and eflential 
to the exercife of religion ; but he as the effect of bigotry and 
fuperftition. They 
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They have a mighty honour and eftt-em forPhyficians.for 
though they are ot opinion, that they! cannot with all their 
art prolong life, the period and term of it being fatal and 

abfoluteiy determi ad by God, yet they often confult them 
upon any violent ficknefs or pain, in order to make the tune 
allotted them in this world more plcafant and eafy. It is ex- 
traordinary rare, that a natural Turk makes Phytic his pro- 
felliou and ftudy. They who pra<5tife it among them, when 
I was in Turkey, were for the molt part Oeeit and ,ews, who 
know nothing of chymical Medicines, but follow the ufual 
methods, which they learnt in Ital/ and opai*, the former ha- 
ving ftudyed in i'adna, and the latter in sdamanU, where they 
pafs t for good t'.athdkh. And 1 remember I met with a cer- 
tain J.v> Phvfician, who had been a Capucine in -/>^ <<£<«/. Du- 
ring the tedious liege of Candia, the Pudr, what with melan- 
choly, and what with the ill air of the Camp, finding him- 
felf much indiipos d lent for a Christian Phyiician Signer Majja- 
n»', a fubjecl: of the Republick of Venice, but married to a 
Gruk woman, by whom he had feveral children, who was 
our neighbour at ;Wan experienced able man,to come fpee- 
dily to him, and made him a prefenrof about a thoufand 
Dollars, in order to fit himfelf for the voyage and bear the 
expenfe of it. By this worthy Gendemans care, he recovered 
his health, and would not permit him to depart, till after the 
furrendry of that City, which might be about leven months 
after his arrival there, treating him in the mean while with 
all imaginable lefpecl:. During our fhort flay at Burj/a, one 
of our tunicaries accidentally difcourling with a lurk about us , 
whom they knew to be franks., told him that there was a Phv- 
fician in the company, who had been lately at the Grand 
Sigmrs Court at tamikt with the Englijh Ambaflador, and was 
now upon his return from Con/tamimpie to Smyrna, where he 
lived- This prefently took vent, and the Turks thought that 
they had got a man among them, that could cure all difeafes 
infallibly ; for feveral immediately came to find us out in be- 
half of themfelvesor their lick friends, and one of the moft 
confiderable men upon the place, defired the Do: 1 or to go 
to hishoufe to vififone of his women fickin bed, who being 
permitted to feel her naked pulfe (for ufually they throw a 
peice of fine filk or curie over their womens wrifts at fuch 
times) foon difcovered by that and other fymtoms and indi- 
cations of her diftemper, that opening a vein would prefently 
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give her ©ale and'recover her : which he, did accordingly ; 
for which he, reeeivedan embroidered hancherchief inftead 
of a fee, and gained the reputation of having done a mighty 
cure. 

They have little of ingenious or folid learning among them; 
their chief ftudy, next to the Alcoran, being metaphyseal ni- 
ceties about the Attributes of God, or elfe the maintenance 
of other odd fpeculative notions and tenents, derived down 
to them from fome of their famed mailers and holy men, 
whom they pretend to follow. Their knowledge of the mo- 
tion of the heavens, for which the Arabians and the other 
eaftern Nations have been fo defervedly famous , as their 
Aftronomical tables of the Longitude and Latitude of the 
fixed Stars , and of the appulfe of the moon to them, fully 
evince, is now very mean, and is chiefly itudyedfor theufe 
of Judiciary Aftrology. The great initrument they make 
ufe of is an Aftrolabe, with which they make very imperfect 
obiervations, having no fuch thing as a Quadrant or Sextant, 
much lefs a Telefcope, or any mechanical engine , to di- 
rect and 'affiit them in their calculation Their skill iuC;«- 
p-apbj ii as inconfiderable ; I remember I heard t'le Captain 
BafTa, whom they itile Admiral of the black and white Seas, 
meaning the Euxint and the Mediterranean^ ask this iilly queition, 
whether England were, out of the ftraits: and at another time 
the Caymacan or Governor o£C(m(tantiwple.hea.ring that England 
was an Ifland, defired to know, how many miles ic was about, 
in order, we fuppofed,tomake an eitimate of our Kings great- 
nefs and ftrength by the extent and compafs of it. 

One of the great Aitrologers of G<njta»timple, having heard 
that I had a pair of Globes in my chamber, made m^ a vilit 
on purpofe to fee their contrivance, being introduced by a 
worthy Gentleman of our own Nation After the firit cere- 
monies were over, I took my Terreftial Globe, and rectified 
it to the poiltion of the place, and pointed to the feveral 
circles both without and upon it, and told him in fhort the 
feveral ufes of them : then mewed him how Conftantimfk bear- 
ed from Condi* at that time beiieged, Cair, Akj>p, Mecca and 
other chief places of the Empire, with the other parts of the 
World : at which he was mightily furprifed to fee the whole 
Earth and Sea reprefented in that figure and in fo narrow a 
compafs, and pleafed himfelf with turning the Globe round 
feveral times together. Afterwards I fet before him the Ce- 
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leftial Globe, and rectified that,and f hewed him how all the 
noted Couitellations were exactly defcribed, and how they 
moved regularly upon their poles, as in the Heavens ; fome 
riling, and others letting, forne always above the Horizon, 
and others always underpin an oblique fphere,and particularly 
what Stars wouid rife that night with us at inch an hour ; the 
man feemed to be ravished with the curiofity of it, turning 
this Globe alio leveral times together with his finger, and ta- 
king a mighty pleafure in viewing the motion of it ; and yet 
this filly Animal pair, for a Conjurer among the Turks, and was 
look t upon as one, that could foretell the events of battels, 
the fates of Empires, and the end of the World. 

They have no genius for Sea-voyages, and confcquently 
are very raw and unexperienced in the art of Navigation, 
i'carce venturing to fail out of fight of land. 1 (peak of the 
natural Turks, who trade either into the black Sea ox fome part 
of the Morea, or betWCCn-Conjt-xntiwpk and Alexandria ; and not 
of the Pyrats of Barbarj, who are for the molt partRenegado's, 
and learnt their skill in Chnftmdom, which they excrcilc io 
much to the terror and damage of it. A Turktjl compafs con- 
liits but of eight points, the four Cardinal and four "Collate- 
ral ; they being at a mighty lof's how to tail by a fide wind, 
when by hauling their i'ailes fharp,they might lye their courfe, 
and much more, when they are in the winds eye, not know- 
ing how to make tacks and bords, but choofe rather to make 
haft into fome neighbouring Fort, till the wind blows fair. 
An Englijh and Turkijk Vefiel both bound for the bay of Sdmih, 
at the time of the Grand Signors being there, paft together 
out of the Hsllefpont ; but foul weather hapning, the Turks gott 
into Lemnos ; while our men kept at Sea and purfued their 
Voyage, and after three weeks itay returned back to us, ob- 
ferving in their v/ay , that the Turks remained in the fame 
place where they left them, for want of a fore-wind to put to 
Sea in. 

They trouble not themfclves with reading the Hiftories of 
other Nations or of antient times, much lets with theftudy 
of Chronology, without which Hiltorv is verv lame and imper- 
fect; which is the came of thole, ridiculous and childiihmi- 
itakes, which pafs current and uncontradicted among them. 
For inftance, they make Job one of Sckmcns Judges and(//^»- 
der) Alexander the Great Captain General of his Armv. Thev 
number Philip of Mactdon among the anceftors of our B.Zaw- 
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eur, and believe that Sampfon, Jonas, and St. George were his eon- 
temporaries. In this they are more excufable then their falfe 
Prophet Mahomet, who in his i^has perverted feveral 
Historical notices in the writings of the Old Teftament, and 
is guilty of vile u d abfnrd pfeudo-chronifmes. To remedy 
this defeat of which he was very confcious, and the better to 
understand the itate of ChrifteneLm and the particular King- 
domes and Republicks of it , the late great and wife Ftztr, 
Achmtt, made his interpreter Fanaghui, a learned <.h-e--.k, at lei- 
fure houres, even at the liege of Candia, as well as at other 
times, read feveral ancient hiitories to him. and render them 
extempore into the Turhjh language, and particularly Biams 
Atlas, with which he was mightily pleafed, and made great 
ufe of, and truly gained the reputation of a folid and judici- 
ous Statefman, as well as Souldier among the (•/«//«» Mini- 
fters, who in the ordinary courfe of their negotiations apply 'd 
themfelves to him. 

Tho their year be according to the courfe of the moon , 
and fb the Tm-kijh months run round the civil year in a circle 
of thirty three years and a few odd days, yet they celebrate 
the Neuntz, which fignifiesin the t^rfian tongue the new year, 
the twenty firit day of 'Match ( on which day the vernal equi- 
nox was fixed by the Greeks and other Oriental (-hriniavjn the 
time of the Emperor Cwfc«;mc. who made no provifion for 
the w?oW" iniwq'*' or preceffion, which in procefs of time the 
inequality between the civil and Altronomical year mult ne- 
ce'flarily produce ) at which time the CW/«* and other annual 
Magistrates, and Farmors of the cuftomes take place , and 
reckon to that day twelve month again. 

In their Civil deportment and behaviour one towards ano- 
ther, the left hand is the more worthy and Honourable place, 
except among their Eccleiialticks ; and the reafon they al- 
ledge is, becaufe they write from the right hand, and the 
fword is worn on the left fide, and fo is more at his difpolal, 
who walks on that hand The chief Vrcir accordingly in the 
'Divan fits at the left hand of the Muphty, each maintaining 
their right of precedence according to this way of decilion. 

In their Mofchs they lit without any distinction of degrees. 

Some of the more zealous Turks caufe to be engraven on 
their Vcymitars and Bucklers a fentence out of the fixty firit 
Swat, which is concerning fighting or battle-array, and con- 
tains incouragements to fight in the way and ]>ath of GV/, as the 
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Impoftor words it ; for which he allures them, beiides afli- 
jftancefrom Heaven. to help them to get the vidtory over 

their enemies, and that G< d v-'ill pardon thzir fins and bring thtm ft 

faradife. Thus fpirited with zeal, a Turk lays about him with 
fury, when he is a fighting, and feems ambitious of dying to 
gain the delights of Faradife, at leaft indifferent whether he 
dyes, or lives. 

The Turks are as to their temper fcrious, or rather incli- 
ning to morofity, feldom laughing, which is accounted an 
argument of great vanity and b'ghtnefs. They perform the 
exerciles, which they ufe in the way of diverfion, as Ihooting 
and hunting, with a great deal of gravity, as if they defigned 
them more for health then for pieafure ; and this too but 
feldome. The better and richer fort, who have nothing to 
dojfitting all day at home,lolling upon a Sofa or raisd place in 
their rooms, and taking Tobacco, which their Haves fill and 
light for them : and if they retire in the Summer or Autumn, 
for a week or fortnight to lbme convenient fountain in a wood 
with their women, it is chiefly to enjoy the refreihments of 
the cool air. In the times of triumph indeed for fome great 
fuccefs obtained againit the Christians; when the fhops are o- 
pen for three nights together,and hung with lights, as well as 
the fpires of the Mofchs in curious figures, they are guilty 
of extravagant mirth, running up and down the ftreets in 
companies, and fometimes fmging and dancing after their 
rude way -, but this fit being over,, they foon return to their 
former melancholy. In the Coffee-houfes where they ufe 
to refort to tiple, there is ulually one hired by the owners 
to read either an idle book of tales, which they admire as 
wit, or filthy obfeene ftories, with which they leem wonder- 
fully affected and pleafed, few of them being able to read. 
Thefe are the fchpois, which they frequent for their informa- 
tion,tho in times of warjwhen things went ill with them.their 
difcourfes would be of the ill Government; and theQrand Sig- 
ner himfelf and his chief minifters could not efcape their cen- 
fiires, which manifeltly tending to fedition, and to the height- 
ning of their difcontents by their mutual complaints, and 
by this free venting of their greivances during the war at 
f andia, the wife Vizir ieeing the evil confequences that would 
follow, if fuch meetings and difcourfes were any longer tole^ 
rated, commanded, that all the publick Coffee-houfes fhould 
be fhut up in Confiantimfk and feveral other great Cities of the 
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Empire, where the malecontents ufed to rendezvous them- 
felves, and find fault upon every ill fuccefs and mifcarriage 
with the adminiftration of affairs. 

The cuftome of the Twkj to falute the Emperor or the 
Viz,!?- Baf/is's with loud acclamations and wifhes of health and 
long life, when they appear fidt in their houfesor any pub- 
lic': dace, is derived from the Gruk:, who took it from the 
Ruty-Ms. This was done by them in a kiudof ringing tone; 
whence Luitprandus Biihop oi'Lremona tells in, that in a certain 
proceffion ( -mfo't^a-is ) at which he was prefent, they fang to 
the Emperor Nicephorm «■<>»,.» h» that is, many years, ( which 
Codinus^ho lived juft about the taking of c<mfiantmofle,{yy the 
Turkj, exprefles by ™ 4 a ^e<>' ™ -ttoku^iov or by ™ vh-j^yi^c-n, and 
the wifh or falute by no^^n^a.) and at dinner the Grxh then 
prefent wifh'd with a loud voice to the Emperor and Bar das, 
Ut Dens anms multif licet t as hetranflates the Grukj 

The Turkjfh coyn in it felf is pitiful andinconflderablc,which 
I afcribe not only to their want of Bullion, but in their little 
skill in matters relating to the mint. Hence it comes to 
pafs, that Zecchines and Hungars for Gold, and spamjh Dol- 
lars and Zalotts forSilver ftarnpt in QhnHmdom pafs current 
among them,moft of the great payments being made in them, 
they not caring either through ignorance or floth to follow 
the example of the Indian ox 1'erjn.n Emperors, who ufually 
melt down the Christian money imported by the Merchants 
into their fe veral Countryes, and give it a new ftamp. The 
molt ufual pciccs are the Sheriphi of Gold, fomewhat lef- 
in value then a Venetian Zecchine, and Afpers, ten of which 
are equal to fix pence Englijh , and fome few three Afper 
peices. A mangur is an ugly old Copper peice, eight of which 
make but one Afper, and is not I think a Turtyh coyn, bu: 
rather Gre.k, They have no armes upon their coyn, only 
letters embofled on both fides , containing the Emperors 
name, or fome fhort fentence out of the Alcoran, 

The 7k 4* look upon Earthquakes as ominous, as the vul- 
gar do upon Eclipfes, not underifanding the Philofophy of 
them. During my flay in Cmjumtincpk, which was above two 
years, there hapned but one which was/) -Jeter ?.6, 1669. a- 
>>out fix a clock in the morning, a ftarkcahne proceeding. 
It lasted very near a minute, and we at frra and Uaima were 
as ienfible of it, as thofe who were on the other fide of the 
water ; but praifed be God, nothing fell and we were foon 
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rid of the fears in which this frightful accident had call us> 
being in our beds, and not able by reafon of the furprize in 
fo little a fpace to have pait through a Gallery down a pair 
of Stairs into the Court, if we had attempted it. The Turks 
made direful reflexions on it, as if fome calamity would in- 
evitably fall upon the Empire, quickly forgettiHg the great 
triumphings and rejoycings which they expreft but a few 
days before for the Surrendry of Ca-uU. In the year 166% 
in Jueujt, the Earth fliook more or lei's for forty-feven days 
together in the lefler Afia at Angun ( Ancyra ) and for fifteen 
at Bacbaiar, as we heard from a Scotch Merchant, who liv'd 
there : and particularly, that at this latter place -on the fe- 
cond of Auguft, between three and four of the Clock in the 
afternoon it lafted for a quarter of an hour ■, feveral houfes 
were overthrown, and fome hundreds of Chimneys fell ( it 
being a very populous Town ) and yet there were "but fovea 
kill'd. The trembling being lo violent, both Turk: and Chri- 
fiiavs forfook their Houfes, and betook themfelves to the 
Fields, Vineyards, and Gardens, where they made their abode 
for feveral days 

Their puniihments are very fevere, this being judg'd the 
molt effectual way to prevent all publick diforders and mif- 
chiefs. . They ufe no great formality in their procefles : if 
the Criminal be taken in the Fact, and the witnefles ready 
and prefent to atteit it, and fometimes if there be but pro- 
bable circumftances, without full conviction, .condemn him ; 
and foon after fentence, fometimes an hour or lefs, hurry 
him ;:wav to execution For an ordinary crime, hanging is 
the ufual death : but for "Robbery and Murder, committed 
upon the high way by iuch as rob in Parties and alarm whole 
Provinces, or for Sacriledge, or for any hainous Crime a- 
gainft the Government, either Gaunching or Excoriation, 
or cutting off the Legs and Arms, and leaving the Trunk 
of the Body in the high way, or Empaling, that is, thruft- 
ing an Iron ftake through the Body out under the Neck or 
at the Mouth ; in which extreme torment the miferable 
wretch may live two or three days, if the Gats or the Heart 
happen not to be wounded by the pointed fpike in its paf- 
fage. This punifhment feems to have been in ufe among 

the Romans, tented s Epiii. I-1-. togna hec iuco carctrem, & cruces, & 
ecvlcos, &■ uncum, '& adactumter medium heminem, wiper os emcrgat; 
jiintan: and fo in his Book Da ■Conjolatiwe ad Marera.-n cap. io. 
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Alti cap lie converfos in terram fufpendcre : alii per obfcena flipitem ejrerunt : 
alh brachia patibuh explkmrunt. Murder is feldom pardon'd, and 
efpecially if the Relations of the murder d perfon demand 
Juffcice. 

The Circumcifion, tho it be a facred Rite, is perform'd 
in their private Houfes, and never in the Mofchs. 

The Women colour their Eye-Brows and Lids wkh an 
ugly black powder, I fuppofe, to fet off their beauty by fuch 
a ihadow ; and their nails with the powder of Kama, which 
gives them a tincture of faint red, like Brick ( as they do 
the Tails and Hoofs of Horfes ) v/hich they look upon as a 
great ornament. Their great diverfion is Bathing ; fome- 
times thrice, if not four times a week. They do not per- 
mit them to go to Church in time of Prayer, for fcar diey 
fhould fpoil their devotion : The Turk, being of fb brutiih a 
temper, that their Luft is rais'd upon the fight of a fair 
obje6t, They are call'd oftentimes by the Names of Flow- 
ers and Fruits, and fometimes phantaftic Names are given 
them, fuch asSucar hirpara, or bit of Sugar, Dil iin>, or Ra- 
vimer of Hearts, and the like. 

Their skill in Agriculture is very mean. In their Gardens 
they have feveral little Trenches to convey water, where it 
may be moll neceflary for their Plants and Flowers. They 
know little or nothing of manuring their Grounds: fometimes 
they burn their Fields and Vineyards after Harvelt and Vin- 
tage, partly to deftroy the Vermin,and partly to enrich the 
Soil. They tread out their Corn with Oxen, drawing a fquare 
plank board, about a foot and half or two foot over, iludded 
with Flints, and winnow it upon their threfhing Floors in 
the open Air, the wind blowing away the Chaff. They feed 
their Horfes with Barly and chopt Straw ; for I do not re- 
member ever to have Teen any Gats among them -, and they 
make but little Flay. 

For draught of great weight in their Carts they make ufe 
of Buffalo's. 

Camels will endure Travel four days together without 
water, and will eat tops of thirties, fhrubs, or any kind of 
boughs : they are very lure footed, and kneel when they 
are a loading, and live to a coniiderable number of years, 
fome even to fixty. 

The chief Furniture of their Houfes are Carpets, or Mats 
of Grand Cmro } neatly wrought with Straw, fpread upon the 
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grounds they having no occafion of Chairs, Couches 
Stools, or Tables ; their poltures within doors, being diffe- 
rent from ours. They have no Hangings, but their walls 
are whited and let off with painting, only adorn'd with a 
kndof Porcclane; no Beds clos'd with Curtains. 

They feal not with Wax, but Ink, at the bottom of the 
Paper, the Emperor's Name being ufually written with 
rloarifhes and in pcrplext characters : Nor have they any 
Coats of Arms upon their Seals, there being no fuch thing 
as Gentility among them. 

Some of them, notwithstanding their zeal for Mahomet 
and the Religion by him eltabhfh'd, retain not only a fa- 
vourable and honourable opinion of our Bleiled "-aviovr, 
but even place fome kind of confidence in the ufage of 
his Name or of the words of the Oof pel, tho it may feem 
to be wholly m the way of Supcrititior Thus in their 
Amulets, which they call i.hcimaih, being little bits of Pa- 
per of two or three fingers bredth, roll d up in pieces of 
Silk, containing feveral fhort prayers or ientences out of 
the Ak. r,w ? with feveral Circles with other figures, they 
ufually inienbe the holy and venerable Name of jl'^U-:, 
or the figure of the Crofs, or the firi't words of St. John 
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Cioipel, and the like. They 'hang them about their necks, 
or place them under their Arm-pits, or in their Bolbm near 
their Hearts ('being the fame with what the Gnek?. call 
iy^\Tria.) and elpecially when they go to W;ir, as a preser- 
vative- againlt the dangers of it j and indeed againit any 
misfortune whatsoever .Some have them fow'<J within their 
Ca^s : and I heard of a 'lurk who was fo iuperltitious here- 
in, that he always pluckt it off, and was uncover <i, when 
he hadoccaiion to ma c water. Some are fuch Bigots in 
their Religion, and fo furious againit Chriltians, that not 
only they treat them with all imaginable fcorn and con- 
tempt, but take it ill to be falam'd or fainted by them, 
as if it were the efiedt of fav/cinefs or unbecoming familia- 
rity. Their Vnali c againit the Chriltians ma es them envy 
the rich i ; urs they Yu.c their Veitswith, and it is a trouble 
to thefe hypocritical Zealots to ice the Frames ride upon 
their hue /trabum ] jorles. 

The reflect which they (hew the Airman is wonderful : 
they dare not open the Leaves of it with unwafhen hands, 
according to the advice or command written in /.tabic upon 

the 
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the Cover > Let norm touch t hu Book, but he that is clean. They 
kifs it, and bend their heads and touch their eyeswith ity 
both when they open it and fhut it. 

The Janiz.anes, when they attend upon Chrifiian Ambafia- 
dors to their Audience, teem to appear in their Bravery, and 
in a Habit far from that of a Soldier, being without either 
Fire- Arms or Swords ( which later are not worn but in 
time of fervice, or when they are upon a march, or embo- 
died, wearing a Cap made of Camels hair, with a broad 
flap dangling behind, a gilt embroider'd wreath running 
round it, and an oblong piece of Brafs riling up from the 
middle of their forehead near a foot, with a great Club in 
their hand, like inferior Officers of the Civil Government. 
But when they are in the Camp, toey throw off their upper 
Veft, and Turbants, which they wear at all other nlual 
times, as troublefom, and pui o-.-, a F<fi, or red Cap, which 
fits clofe to their head, and tuck up their Duliman or long 
Coat, to their Girdle, that they may be the more quick 
and expedite in their Charge. 

They affe6fc finery and neatnefs in their Clothes and 
ShaJhes; not fo much asafpotto be feen upon them, and 
in rainy or fufpicious weather, are very careful how they 
go abroad without their TamuAicks, which is a kind of Coat 
they throw over their heads at fuch times. 

Their Pans and Dirties are for the molt part of Copper, 
■but fo handfomly Tinn'd over, that they look like Sil- 
ver, 

There are thoufands of Gypfies or Zinganfos in Turkey, 
who live the fame idle naity kind of life, as they do in Chn- 
jhndom, f.nd pretend to the fame art of telling Fortunes ; 
andarelookt upon as the ofiscouring of mankind, it is 
accounted the extremeft point of human mifery to be a 
flave to any of this fort of Cartel. 

The Haggi, or Pilgrims,that have been at Mecca and Medina, 
forbear to drink Wine molt religiouily, out of apcrfwaiion, 
that one drop would efface all the merits of that y- oun'efome 
and expenfive journey; andforoe have been pofleft with fiich 
a mad zeal, that they have blinded themfelves after their/; 
been blelt with the light of Mahomet's Sepulchcr. 

After Jatz,th, that is, an hour and a half in the night, 
throughout the whole year, there is as great a filence in 
the ftrcets as at midnight : the Emperor Achmet in the 
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year i<Ji i, having made an order, that no one mould pre- 
iume to be out of his houfe after that time ; which is to this 
day moft punctually obferved. The Befiavgi bajht, who has 
the command of all the Agiamoglans in the Seraglio, the Topgibafln 
or fuch great Officers attended with a great train of armed 
Men, walking the Rounds, and drubbing fuch as they find a- 
broad at unfeafonablc hours of what Nation or Quality io- 
evcr, except Phylicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries, whom 
they allow at all times to vjftt the lick. 

The Turkman;, ( for fo they are peculiarly called, as if they 
were the true Defcendents of the old Turks or Scythians, whole 
waudring kind of life is defcribed by the Poet. 

y KNulla damns, flaufir is habitant, migrare fer arva 

tut*?, ioi jjif 0S} ate j. errantes circumveSlare pmates. ) 

have no fixt refidence any where, but travel with their 
Families and Cattle from place to place , carrying their 
Wives and Children upon Camels ; they pitch tkeir Tents u- 
lually near Rivers and Fountains, for the convenience of wa- 
ter, and according as their neceffities require, make a longer 
or a fhorter ftay, Their whole Eftate conlifts in their nume- 
rous Flocks and Herds, which they tell upon occafion toTup- 
ply themfelves with what they want, at the Towns they pais 
by. Their only concern is now to enjoy the Benefits and 
Bleflings of Nature, without the troubles and turmoyls and 
difquietsof life j being contented and happy moneanothers 
Company, void of all ambition and envy, courteous and hu- 
mane to Strangers, that may waut their Help and Afliftance, 
kindly entertaining them with fuch Provifion, as their Folds 
afford. I have met with fome companies of thefe harmiefs 
wanderers in my Travels. The Country lies open without 
any Inclofurcs,and the propriety not being veftcd in anyone, 
they travel thro the Plains unmolefted, and find excellent 
pafturage every where. The Turks till no more ground then 
will ferve their neccfiities : being fupplied with Corn from 
& : iypi, and from Moldavia and iValachia, by the way of the black 
Sea , letting vaft tradts of ground lie waft and uncultiva- 
ted ; fo that their Sloth herein fometimes is juitly puniihed 
with Dearths- 

They have nothing to fhew for their Houfcs and Pofleffi- 
our, but an Hogkt or piece of Paper fublcribed by the Cadi, 
if they have acquired them by their monv, or that they 
were their Fathers before them. 

C The 
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The Dervifis generally are melancholy,and place the great- 
eft part of their Religion in Abftinence and other Severities. 
Some cut their fiefh, others vow not to fpeak for fix or fe- 
ven years, or all their lives long, tho never io much provo- 
ked or cfiftrefled. Their Garments are made of a courfe 
ibrt of Wooll or Goats Hair : they are tied up by the vow 
of their Order ever from marrying- Several of this Seel: 
in the heigth of their religious Phrenzy have attempted up- 
on the lives of the Emperors themfelves, ( at whofe Go- 
vernment they have taken difgult ) as Mahomet the fecond, 
and Achmet, as if fuch defperate Attempts were fatal to Bi- 
gots in all Religions. 

They pay a mighty Veneration to any Relique of Mahomet, 
his Banner is ftill preferved in the Treafury of the Seraglio, 
and is lookt upon as the great Security of the Empire. 
They believe that it was fent from Heaven, and conveyed 
into the hands of Mahomet, by the Angel Gabriel, as a Pledge 
and fign of Succefs and Victory in his Battels againft the 
chnfiians, and all other Enemies of the MujUlman Faith. It 
was lent to Candia to encourage the Soldiers to endure the fa- 
tigue of that long and tedious Siege ; and when it was brought 
thence after the" furrendry of that City, to be depofitcd in 
its uliial piace, the Vlur gave fevcral cbrifiian Slaves, that 
row'd in the Gaily that was fraught with this holy Ware, 
their liberty. They pretend to have fome Rags of Maho- 
-mtt's Vctt, to which they afcribc great Virtue. In confi- 
dence of which, the Emperor Achmet, in the time of a great 
Eire, which raged ntConstantmopk, when all other means fail'd, 
dipt part of rtiem in water to be fprinklcd upon the fire to 
rebate the fury of if 

Next to the Mufti or (adakskires arc the Mnllas, of which 
thefe four are the chiefeft in Dignity. The Molla of (..-alata, 
Adnanoflc, Ahfpo, i'mfa ; and after them ai - e reckoned thefe 
eight, Stambol Ephendi, Larifii, Mtjir or Cairo, Sham or Damajcxr, 
Dtarbekir or Mejopotamia, Cutaia, Sophia, Vbdifpi, 

The Pnefts have no habit peculiar to their Profeffion, 
whereby they are diftinguilh'd from others- If they are pur 
from their Mofchs for mifcarriage or neglect of doing their 
duty, or if they think fit torefign and be Pricfts no longer, 
they may betake themfelves without any fcandal to lecular 
Employments, their former Character and Quality wholly 
cealing. While they remain Prieits, they counterfeit a more 

then 
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then ordinary gravity in their difcourfc and walking : and af " 
feet to wear Turbants fwelling out, and made up with mor 
crofs folds : which was all the difference which I could olr 
fervc by their head Attire, which is various, tho I could not 
find that this was conltantly and itrictly obferved. 

In Byram time, wliich is the great feltival of the year, at 
which time every one looks cheerfully and merrily, among 
other figus of mutual Refpecl:, they bel'prinkle one another 
with fvvect water. They indulge to feveral fports : and fome 
are mightily pleafed with Twinging in the opcrt air, the ordi- 
nary lbrt of people efpccially, paying only a few Alpcrs for 
the diverfion. 

The Government is perfectly arbitrary and defpot'eal ; 
the Will and Pleafure of the Emperour having tlie force and 
power of a Law, and oftentimes is above it. His bare Com- 
mand without any procefs is enough to tal<e off the head of 
any Perfon, ( tho never fo Eminent in Dignity : tho ufually 
lor formality and to lilcnce the murmnrings of the Soldiery 
and People, the Sentence is confirmed by the Mufti) Some- 
times Baca's who have amaffed great treafures in their Go- 
vernments, are cut off* in their own lioufes in the rmdft of 
their Retinue,the Meflengcrs of death producing the imperial 
Command, ufually fent in a black purfe, and not a lword 
drawn in their defenfe. Others, if they are obnoxious to 
the lealt Umbrage or Jealoulic, tho difmift the Seraglio with 
all poffible demonftrations of the grand Senior's Favour, and 
with rich Prcfents in order to take pofTeffion of places of 
great command in the Empire, before they have got two or 
three days journey from OmHanuno^lc, have been overtaken 
and ltrangled. In the Army Commands are given according 
to merit , Courage and Conduct are furc to be rewarded, 
the way lying open to themeaneft Soldier to raile himfelf to 
be the chief of his order. But other Preferments depend 
upon meer chance, and upon the fanfy of the Emperour, 
whether the Perfon be fit or no, and they are as foon loft. 
The leaft ill fuccefs or mifcarriage proves oftentimes fatal, 
and a more lucky man is put in his place, and he fucceeded 
by a third, if unfortunate in a defign, tho managed with ne- 
ver to much Prudence and Valour. They admit of no here- 
ditary Honours, and have no rcfpecl: to Defcent or Blood, 
eyceptthe Ottoman Family : he only is great and noble, whom 
the Emperor favours, and while his Command lafts. Accord- 
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ing to a tradition, that partes current amongft them, a Baf- 
fa s Son by a Sultana or a Daughter or Sifter of the Emperour 
can rile no higher then to to be a Sangiachi or Govcrnour of 
fome little Province, much inferior to a Baila and under his 
jnri (diction. Being born of Slaves for the molt part, they 
do not pride thcmfelves in their Birth, very lew among them 
being fcarcc able to give any account of their Grandfathers. 
They have no Sirnames, but are diltinguiihcd by their pot- 
fc/Iions and places of abode, and enjoying by law a liberty 
of having what women they pleafc, they have little or no 
regard to Alliance or Kindred. 

Their Empire owes the continuance of its being to the fe- 
verity of the Government , which oftentimes takes place 
without regard cither tojuftice or Equity, and to their fre- 
quent Wars, which prevent all occafions of mutiny and facti- 
on among the Soldiers, which happen frequently wlv n unim- 
ploy'd. So that tho ambition may put a warlike Sultan upon 
enlarging his territories by new Conqucfts,yet realbn of ftate 
forces a weak and effeminate Prince, f uch as was Ibrahim, to 
make War for his own fecurity. Their politicks are not owing 
to Books and Study and the Examples of paft timesjbut to ex- 
perience and the plain fuggeftions of nature and common fenfe : 
They have Rules of Government, which t'ney firmly adhere 
to, holding the reins ltrait, cfpccially being cruel and inexo- 
rable to criminals of ftate, who never are to expect any 
mercy or pity. Their Councils formerly were opcn,and their 
Deligns known, and proclaimed before hand, as if this had 
been a bravery becoming their greatneis, and that they ("corn- 
ed to fteal a Conquelt. But they have learned fince the 
Art of didimulation, and can lye and f wear for their Interelt, 
and feem exceflive in their Careffes to the Miniiters of thole 
Countries, which they intend to invade. But their prepa- 
rations for arming are made with lb much node, that an or- 
dinary jealouiie is f'oon awakened by it to oppofe them, in 
cafe of an Attaque- They feldom or never care to have War 
at both extremes of the Empire at the fame time, and there- 
fore they are mighty ibllicitous toil-cure a peace with Chn- 
ilcndomc, when tney intend a War upon the Fcrfum .- and as 
much as is pojfible,they avoid quarrelling with two Chriftian 
Princes at once, being ufually at league cither with Poland arid 
Mifjcovy, when they war upon Hungary, audio on the contra- 
ry j dreading nothing more then an Union of the chriftiim 
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Princes, bordering upon them, which would prove fo fatal to 
their Empire,and quickly put a Period to their greatnefs. For 
hereby they would be put upon a neceffity of making a de- 
fenfive War to their great lofsand difadvantage, and at laft 
either be forced to beg a Peace of the Qhripans, or run the 
hazard of loofing all by a further profecution of War. 

This they are very fenfible of, and therefore as they take 
all occalionto promote Quarrels and Diflentions in Hungary 
and 1'rar/fyhama, fo they greatly rejoyce, when the Princes 
of Vhiijtmdome are at War one with another- This is their 
great time of advantage, and they know, that it is their true 
intereit to purf'ue it,tho they do not always, by reaibn of the 
ill condition of theirown Affairs, makeuleofit- During the 
Civil Wars of (Jirmmy, the Baffas and other Commanders 
of the Army were very importunate with the grand Signor, 
to make a War on that fide, and to enlarge his Conquefts as 
far as Vienna, no conjuncture having been ever fo favourable 
to confummate fuch a defign, m which Sotyman fo unhappily 
mifcarried. They promifed him an eafie Victory, alluring 
him, that the Animofitics of the Princes of the Empire were 
lo heightned, that there was no room left for a Reconcilia- 
tion, that he was but to go in the head of an Army to take 
pofieihon, and that Austria would furrender at the firft news 
of his march towards it. The Emperor was not to be moved 
at that time by thefe infinuations and plaufible difcouries j 
being continually urged, he as often denyed. One day when 
they came to renew their advice about the German War, he 
having given order before, that feveral dogs mould be kept 
for feme days without meat, commanded that they fhould 
be brought out, being almoft itarved, and meat thrown a- 
mongthem ; whereupon they fnarled and bit one another : 
inthcmidltof their noife and fighting, he caufed a Bear to 
be let loofe in the fame Area ; the Dogs forgetting their meat, 
and leaving off their fighting, ran ail upon the Bear, ready to 
prey upon them fingly and at laft killed him. This Divcr- 
iion the Emperor gave his Bafias, and left them to make the 
application. 

A certai n Prophecy of no f mall Authority runs in the minds 
of a 1 the People,and has gajn'd great credit and belief among 
them, that their Empire ihall be ruined by a Northern Na- 
tion, which has white and yeliowifh. Hair! The interpreta- 
tion is as various as their Eanfy. Some fix rkis Character on 
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the Mufcovites : and the poor Greeks flatter themfelves with 
foohfh hopes, that they are to be their Deliverers, and to 
refcue them from their flavery, chiefly becaufe they arc of 
their Communion, and owe their Converfion to the CbnJHan 
Faith to the Piety and Zeal of the Grecian Bifhops formerly. 
Others look upon the Sweeds, as the pcrfons defcrib'd in the 
Prophecy, whom they arc mod to fear. The Ground and 
Original of this fancy I fuppofe is owing to the great Opini- 
on, which they have of the Valour and Courage of that 
warlike Nation. The great Victories of the S-weeds in Ger- 
many under Gu(tawts Jdo/phm were loudly proclaimed at C«?- 
Jtantinopk, as if there were no withstanding the ihock and fu- 
ry of their Arms : and their continued fuccefles confirmed 
the Turks in their firtt belief, and their fears and their jealou- 
fies were augmented afterwards, when Charles Gujtave } a Prince 
of as heroick a Courage, and as great Abilities in the Art 
and Management of War as the juftly admired GuHavus, 
cntrcd Poland with his Army , and carried all before him, 
fei/.ed upon Warjaw and drove Cafimrre out of his Kingdom, 
and had almoft made an entire and abfolute Conqueft, only 
a few places holding out Tins alarmed the Grand Signor 
and the Bafla's of the Port, as if the Prophecy were then a- 
bout to be fulfilled, who did not Care for the company of 
fuch troublefome Neighbours, who might puf h on their Vi- 
ctories, and joyning with the Cojjacks, advance their Arms 
further, and make their Country the feat of a War, which 
might draw after it fatal confequences- To prevent which, 
Couriers are difpatclfd from Constantinople to Pagotskj, Prince 
of Tranfyhanttr, then in concert witli the Sued'., to command 
him to retire with his Army out of Poland, as he valued the 
peace and fafety of his own Country, and the friendfhip of 
the Grand Signor, whofe Tributary he was, and by whofe 
favour lie had gain'd that Principality : And the Cnm-lartars, 
the lworn Enemies of the Poles, who at that time lay hea- 
vy upon them, were wrought upon by the fame Motives and 
Reafbns of State, to clap up a peace with them, that being 
freed from thefe diitradtions, they might unite their Forces 
the better together, and make head againit the Sw*eds. 

The Ambafladors of Christian Princes, when they are ad- 
mitted by the Grand Signor to an Audience, ( their prefents 
being then of courfe made, which are look'd upon as due, 
not to fay, as an homage ) a*re difmift in few words, and re- 
ferred 
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fcrrcd by him to his fVakjl or Deputy, as He vfually ftiles the 
chief Vizir : and a fmall number of their Retinue only per- 
mitted the honour of killing his Veft, and then rudely e- 
nough fent away. 

The Grand Signors keep up the ftate of the old Jfiatuk 
Princes : they do not expofe themfelves often to the view 
of the people » unlef> when they ride in Triumph, or up- 
on fome inch folemn Occafion ; when they go to the 
Mof chs, or divert themfelves in the Fields, cither in Riding 
or Hunting, they do not love to be flared upon, or approch- 
ed. It is highly criminal to pry into their Sports, fuch an 
infolent cunofity being often punifhed with death. The 
Story is famous of Morad the Third, who baiting a Bear 
in the old Palace with a Maltiff, and efpying three fellows 
upon the Tower of Bajazids Mofch, who had planted them- 
felves to fee the Sport, commanded their Heads to be ftruck 
ofFimmediately ; andbe brought before him, which was done 
accordingly. Inftances of fuch Capricio's are frequent in the 
7'u>k:ft} Hiflory ; this following hapned during my flay at 

Constantinople. 

Upon the return of Vizir Achmet from Candia , after 
the Surrendry of that City , and a happy end put by 
him to that tedious and bloody War, he acquainting the 
prefent Emperor, then at Adrianopk } with the Hiftory of that 
famous Siege at large, made fuch terrible Reprefentations 
of their and the Venetians mining and countermining one a- 
nother, that the Emperor was refolved out of curiofity to 
fee the Experiment made of a thing, that feemed to him 
almoft incredible. A Work was foon railed and undermined, 
and above thirty Murderers and Robbers upon the high-way 
and fuch like Villains were put into it, as it were to defend 
it. The Grand Signor flood upon an Eminence at fome 
confiderable diftance, expecting the iflue of it j upon a ilg- 
nal given, the Mine was fprung, and the Fort Demolimed, 
and the poor wretches torn piece-meal to His great fatisfa&i- 
on and amazement. 

The Moon is the aufpicious Planet of the Turks : accord- 
ing to the courfe of which they celebrate their Feflivals. 
They begin their Months from the firft appearance of it, 
at which time they choofe, except a delay brings a great 
prejudice and inconvenience with it , to begin their 
great Actions. The Crefcent is the EnJign of the Em- 
pire 
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pire, which they paint in their Banners , and place upon 
the Spires of their Mofchs. Next to the day of the 
appearing Moon , they pitch upon Friday, to fight upon, 
to begin a Journey , and efpecially their Pilgrimage to- 
ward Mecca , or do any thing of great Confequence , as 
very lucky and fortunate. 
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